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Generally speaking, Japanese travelers one
hundred years ago had ambivalent attitudes towards
the state of Singapore. They admired Britain for its
achievements as a colonial power, but at the same
time they resented British expansion in Asia because
the positions held by Orientals were extremely low.

However, very fortunately for us all, that era of
Western colonialism as well as that era of Japanese
imperialism is over. During our lifetime we have
witnessed the death of empires, and we are now
witnessing the most miraculous emergence of

Singapore as a prosperous nation.
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